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Statutory Warning

of notification

The materials given in this article is merely for information and must not to be taken as having
authority of or binding in any way on the authorities. Any mistake, error or discrepancy noted may
kindly be brought to my notice . It is notified that I will not be responsible for any damage or loss of
action to any one, of any kind, in any manner, therefrom. It is suggested that to avoid any doubt the
reader should cross-check the relevant materials of the publication with original Government publication
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“Information” means any material in any form, including records,
documents, memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders,
logbooks, contracts, reports, papers, samples, models, data material held in any
electronic form and information relating to any private body which can be
accessed by a public authority under any other law for the time being in force;
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“Information meant any material in some form including records and documents. An

unprecipitated indefinite and abstract thing or observation or a probability cannot be
classified as information”.
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“The RTI Act, 2005 confers right to information on all citizens and it defines right to
information as follows:-

Right to information has been amply defined under Section 2 (j) of the Right to
Information Act, 2005. The definition is clear that information means and connotes only
an available piece of information available readily with the Public Authority. It can not
be an opinion/policy yet to be formed. It is not the positive and possible decision that can
be taken at a later point of time. It is not an imaginary or a hypothetical answer but it is
solid information available as on the date and time of request.”
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No-F-10/2/2008-IR
Government of India
Ministry of Personnel, PG and Pensions
Department of Personnel & Training
North Block, New Delhi Dated September 24, 2010

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: RTI applications received by a public authority regarding information
concerning other public authority/authorities

The undersigned is directed to refer to this Departments’s OM of even number
dated 12th June, 2008 on the above noted subject, clause(iii) of para 3 of which provides
that if a person makes an application to the public authority for information, a part of
which is available with that public authority and the rest of the information is scattered
with more than one other public authorities, the Public Information Officer (P1O) of the
public authority receiving the application should give information relating to it and advise
the applicant to make separate applications to the concerned public authorities for
obtaining information from them. It further provides that if no part of the information is
available with the public authority receiving the application but scattered with more than

one other public authorities, the PIO should inform the applicant that information is not

available with the public authority and that the applicant should make separate application

to the concerned public authorities for obtaining information from them.

2. The matter has been examined in consultaion with the Chief Information Commissioner,
Central Information Commission and it has been decided to advise the PIOs that if the details of
public authorities who may have this information sought by the applicant are available with the
PIO, such details may also be provided to the applicant.

3. Contents of the OM may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

(Sd/-)
(K.G.Verma)
Director
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No.1/7/2009-IR
Government of India
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
Department of Personnel & Training
North Block, New Delhi
Dated, the 1st June, 2009

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Decision dated 3.4.2008 of the High Court of Bombay at Goa in Writ Petition
No.419 of 2007 in the case of Dr. Celsa Pinto Vs Goa State Information
Commission regarding information under the Right to Information Act, 2005.

sfskoskoskokok

The undersigned is directed to say that the High Court of Bombay at Goa in the
above referred case has held on 3.4.2008 that the term “information” as defined in the

Right to Information Act does not include answers to the questions like ‘why’. The relevant
part of the judgement is reproduced below:

“The definition of information cannot include within its fold answers to the
question “why”” which would be same thing as asking the reason for a justification for a
particular thing. The public information authorities cannot expect to communicate to the
citizen the reason why a certain thing was done or not done in the sense of justification
because the citizen makes a requisition about information. Justifications are matter within
the domain of adjudicating authorities and cannot properly be classified as information”.

2. This may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

(Sd/-)
(K.G.Verma)
Director
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